Research Plan: Articulation

Pfirman, S., R.E. Bell, P.J. Culligan, P. Balsam, J.D. Laird, 2008, “Maximizing Productivity and Recognition, Part 3: Developing a Research Plan” 
Science Careers online http://sciencecareers.sciencemag.org/career_magazine/previous_issues/articles/2008_10_10/caredit.a0800148
1. What area of science interests you? Within that area, what specific questions (3?) are you curious about?

2. What gaps exist in knowledge?

3. Why is filling those gaps important to your profession and society?

4. How do your particular skills and expertise prepare you to fill those gaps? 

5. What support and resources (i.e., space, equipment, and money) will you need?

6. Whom might you collaborate with?

7. Where might you go for funding?

8. What audience (scholarly and otherwise) will be interested in your results?
9. What are the highest impact journals for this field?

Research Plan: Conceptual Model/Flowchart/Cartoon
Heemskerk, M., K. Wilson, and M. Pavao-Zuckerman. 2003. Conceptual models as tools for communication across disciplines. 
Conservation Ecology 7(3): 8.  http://www.consecol.org/vol7/iss3/art8/

“Model building consists of determining system parts, 
choosing the relationships of interest between these parts, 
specifying the mechanisms by which the parts interact, 
identifying missing information, and 
exploring the behavior of the model.”
Include: variables and variable interactions, system boundaries, driving forces, directions and strengths of flows and interactions, and scale and hierarchy.
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Identify approaches:

· Theoretical elements

· Experimental elements

· Observational elements

· Technological elements

Note: 
· Your contributions

· Contributions from co-authors

· Contributions from others

Research Plan: Timeline

Topic:_____________________________________

Impact on trajectory of the field:
Co-authors: ________________________________
Leading scholars: ____________________________

__________________________________________
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	Year 3
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	Conferences/
meetings/
presentation 
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	Funding 
deadlines (note co-PIs)

	
	
	
	

	Publication 
Plans (note journal, author contributions, author order)

	
	
	
	

	Leveraging teaching & outreach
	
	
	
	


