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Mission Statement
Astrid Merget and Bill Sullivan will continue reshaping the mission statement for the next conference call in January.  

Implications of shift in Congress
Craig Schiffries, NCSE’s Director of Science Policy, noted that the shift in Congress presents an extraordinary opportunity for establishing new relationships and advancing environmental science policy on the Hill.  We may not know full congressional committee line-ups before January, but Craig discussed several key appointments he expects to see. 

The committee suggested that once the key House and Senate committee chairs have been appointed, the corresponding CEDD representative from the appointee’s district should send a letter introducing themselves/CEDD and requesting a meeting when they are in D.C. for the NCSE Conference and CEDD Meeting. NCSE staff will create the letter and identify the appropriate CEDD representatives. The committee agreed it is best to first establish a relationship with these key committee chairs before asking them for something specific. 

David suggested inviting Congressman Jim Moran, 8th District of Virginia, who is likely to chair the House Interior Appropriations subcommittee, to be a lunch-time speaker at the CEDD Winter Meeting on Feb. 3. Craig will deliver this invitation and if Moran is not available, Bill Sullivan will invite Illinois Senator Dick Durbin to speak.
CEDD Winter Meeting
The committee decided it will take two roles in the CEDD Winter Meeting: (1) arrange for a luncheon speaker for the meeting to introduce CEDD representatives to the new Congress and (2) use part of its plenary time to present meeting attendees with a role play of a scientist meeting in a congressional office to introduce them to the Policy Committee and to educate them on how to better communicate with Congress.  The committee will not have a breakout session.
Attendees should be encouraged to come to the University Federal Dialogue, March 19 or 26, 2007 in Washington, D.C. and stay an extra day to meet with their representatives in Congress.

University Federal Dialogue

The CEDD Policy Committee should take a dominant role in organizing the University Federal Dialogue. This meeting should have even more of a focus on Congress than in previous meetings.
CEDD Summer Meeting

The policy committee agreed to use the CEDD Summer Meeting as a forum to educate and brief CEDD representatives on policy issues. Nat Frazer recently attended a week-long AAAS training and will report back to the policy committee regarding what should be included from the AAAS training in a CEDD training program. 
While CEDD aims to provide training to its members, CEDD should not duplicate other existing programs. CEDD has the potential to become an excellent source of candidates for existing programs such as the Aldo Leopold Program and the American Meteorology Society’s training program. David agreed to check to see if there is already a comprehensive list of such programs.
Next Conference Call
January 8th 2 p.m. 

